We propose that sna allows twi to function as a mesodermal determinant by repressing the expression of sim (16), AS-C (10), E(spl) (25) , and other regulatory genes responsible for the differentiation of the mesectoderm and neuroectoderm. In snaembryos, ventral cells that normally form mesoderm now express the wrong regulatory genes, and consequently follow an alternative fate.
that is complementary to a region of the sna protein coding sequence (1) . The oligomer was used to screen a 4-to 8-hour cDNA plasmid library (26). Three hybridizing clones were purified and their restriction maps were found to correspond to the sna map (1) . One of the clones was partially sequenced so that its identity as a sna cDNA could be con- firmed. An 880-base pair (bp) Nde I restriction fragment from the cDNA, containing coding sequences from amino acid residues 103 to 390 was inserted into the unique Nde I site of the bacterial pAR3040 T7 expression plasmid. The sna peptide was overexpressed in the BL21 (DE3) strain (27).
3. Preparative quantities of the sma peptide were isolated from SDS-polyacrylamide gels and used for immunization of a guinea pig (Pocono Farms, PA). The serum was diluted 1:200 in phosphate-buffered saline, 1% bovine serum albumin, 0.5 M NaCI, 0.1% Tween-80, and was used to stain wholemount preparations of formaldehyde-methanolfized embryos (28 (2) These equations can be restated in terms of orders and rates of reaction at the critical point, the order of reaction with respect to X being defined as (X/V)(aV/aX), where V is the reaction rate. So defined, reaction order may depend on concentration and must be evaluated at the critical point for our present purposes. The rates ofchange of To satisfy Eq. 6, 4dMM must be greater than PMM (assuming Pcc ¢ 0); but neither Eq. 5 nor Eq. 6 bars first-order removal of C (Pcc = 1) or M (PMM = 1); nor is it necessary that the autocatalytic order d4MM exceed 1, provided PMM < 4mm Fig. 1A (3) .
In the same way, parameter values can be found for the case where the autocatalytic term is at most first order with respect to M, that is, FM = (e +JM)C. In this case, RM must be less than first order with respect to M so as to satisfy PMM < 4~MM (Eq. 6 (4) (Fig. 1C) .
These remarks concern only the stability at the critical point and do not challenge the conclusions of Norel and Agur on the main question of the modulation of cell cycle duration.
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